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ear kKember,

se this 1s The first liewsletter for 1979, we hope that th

new year has started well for you, and your projects on the

nistory of heading are riazing good »nrogress. e also hope that
you have enjoyed the Society's events so far and will find plenty
tvo interest you in the coming season,

The Cormittee
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Uates for yeour diary:-

saturiay, 24 Febrvary at 10,00 a.m,
T

wo rembers of the staff of the Central Library will be showing a
sr:&1l party round (limited to twenty persons, 5o please let us
Enow in good time if ycu are intercsted in coming}. Those wao
aave voluntecred to elp with indexing the Nnewspopers should attend
1f possible so that they can receive some guidunce on rethods to he
used,

Tucsduy, 27 lareh ot 7,30 .10, in The art aaliery

The Annucl General lMecting ond Loawrence Co.cron on 'Reading

waterways!, there 1s an abundance of literature on the 4,601,
Ol. Separate shects!

Tuegday, 10 April 2t 8,00 p.r. in St. Mary's Contre, The Butts

This will be a Members'! zZvening, Members ore invited to ccountribute
ten-winute talks on a Reading topic of their choice, This was &
great success on 10 Junuary, when taree wcrbers gave

interesting accounts of their cwn special studies.,

But plecase let
us Inow in advonce, We want to avoid the alternative of o Scly =~

Or & nundred and one puarticipants!
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The rest
ana

M

cst of the scuson will be in the hands of ycur new corrittec
full pregrairme will be issued toc 2all renbers,
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would anyocne who has any inferiation on the history of Kidrore End
auring tiue past two hundred yoars, und in porticular any detcils
g T QT ; : ? |

concernl SEIEalE e, Colicd Cold Horton, please
contoet

-._,..-"r.,

IT cny of our _.cubers have studied the churches of He.ding, they

h.ive pLsslibly come aercss St, fdnund's Chapel, The undersigncd

would like tc Lear frown ycu with woy infervation yeou ight hove
cn tiais chapel,

Please send us repcerts and articles ot any tice for cur Newsletter,
Ye Lre always plc sed to anenr frow erbers,

snguiries te: Dernnis ond Sheils Parish
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REMINISCENCES OF READING

'Floods', declares Geoff Tomline of Curzon Street, have
been the rule, rather than the exception, in Reading,
Remembering vividly his boyhood in the carly 1900's, he recalls
the seriousness of the floods then that caused his father to
close his cycle business at the junction of Great Knollys Strect
and Bedford Road, Addison iHoad, Mezdow Road and Cardiff Road
were all surrounded with flood water, waich rosc about three
fecet over the meadows, Numerous strcecums drained ccrose the
nmcadow from Scours lLaone eastward, Many of these streams have
now disappeared under buildings and their whereshouts arce sore-~
what of a wystery, Young Geoff ond his friends would put
coloured liquid in the water ot Addison Road and anad gresnt fun
tracing the coursc of thesc streoums,

On¢ duy, in about 1913, in their home at 36 Swonsea Road,
Gcoff's mother, being of & rather nervous disposition, complained
to his father that shc could hear 2 dull bing o2t intervals,
suspecting that it come frorm under the ground, he lifted a floor
board, Water could De seen about o foot below) There was a
regatia on ot the Thames Prowade and the starting gun had echoed
to Nurber 36! Worse wos to couneg, A Ir, Harle, 1otor-hody
builder, had his yard cbout thirty feet behind the Tomline home,
Flood water caiie up through his drain during the night and ruined
tiaree Vellsteal cuar bodics, Although they were on & trestle,
the "ruter had daraged beyond hope 211 the three-ply bodywork,

Mr, kFarle was obliged to dismiss his two work:-icn,

When he nmoved <o Addison idoni, Geoff Torline was frequently
woken up at night by the noise of surging woter hitting the iron
sheeting surrocunuing the readows a8 the flood gates at Oxferd
were opcened,

In the sunmer, Acading children used to celebrzate the flools
on homciide 12fts afloat on the neadows, In the winter they
could expect freozen floocded vcadows to provilde them with free
ice-skzting,

Thne Council eventuclly took steps te reluce the annual risk

of flooding, They rcrioved two islands tbove Cavershar: Bridge.,
(Many o0ld photographs sicw eel nets - or 'bucks' - attacaed to
the islands,) ney also greatly enlarged Caversuar weir,

Many of us may hove forgotten the flocds of 1973, but this
would be 1uzpossible for Geoff Tor:line and the pecple whe live in
the rcals near hirl, Cnly o few yvards fror his hcuse in Curzcn
Strecet (not far frou: Battle Hospital, in Oxforl Bead) is o stone
plaque cn the gordern wall of 11 Serceeford Read, c¢cn the corner cf
Catherine oStrect, This little plaque corpmerLcorites this
particularly bod yeor in c¢ar flood history,



